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No. 26 33/26 53/100/20939. 
j s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Bagdad, 12th December, 1940. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their 
compliments to His Britannic Majesty's Eubasey, Bagdad, 
and, with reference to the Enbassy's note No. 568 dated 

284 22|hO 2lst November, 1940, have the honour to request that 
the Ministry may kindly be furnished of birth date and 
place of residence of the foyr non-commissioned officers 
mentioned in the Embassy's;inder reference aete, and 
selected for employment with the Government of Bahrain, 
in order that the appropriate Iraqi authorities may be 
able to consider their case. 


a 


Boliein alo. 889lee lug 


Copy to AHQ comps 21/11/40 ref. 289/20/h0. = 


Ho. 568. 


Note Verbale. 
His Majeaty's Embassy presents its compliments to 


the Ministry of Foreign Affaire end, with reference to their 


alts L.OWote Verbale No. 2633/2633/100/19896 of.the 18th November 


British Embassy, 
Bagded. 
21st November, 1940. 


t94t0X0 


regarding the seconément for service in Bahrain of Zebit 
Alwan ibn FPirhan, has the honour to state thst the Behrain 
Government desire to recruit fcur Iraq Levy Areb non- 
commissioned officere for service with the Bsehrain Special 
Police Force. The Air Officer Coumanding British Forces in 
| treq who has been approecheé by the Bahrain Government has 
provisionally selected the following four non-commissioned 
officers t- 
Lance Corporal Hemeed ¥Yoosa. 
Lence Corporal Jabbar Zigsr. 
Lance Corporal Hassen Mukhter. 
Lance Corporal Nasir Faisil. | 
2. The Embasey has the honcvr to enquire whether the 
Iraqi Government will agree to these non-comuissioned of fic ers 
proceeding to Bahrain for this purpose and will authorise the 
Passport Officer at Basra to issue to them the necessary travel 
documents in order thet they may lesve for Bahrain ae early as 
poesible. The Bahrain Covernment are prepared to deposit with 
the Iraqi Governnent, in respect of each non-commissioned 
officer, @ monetary guarantee liabie to forfeitare in the 
event of his failure to return te Iraq if called ap for 
military service. 
3. The guarantee of 75 in respect of Zabit Ahwan ibn 
Pirhan is at present held by Air Headquarters and will be 
tranamitted to whichever Iraqi atthority the Iragi Government 
‘ wish to designate. 
Hie Majesty's BEubasey evails iteelf of this opportunity 


to renew the expression of its highest consideration. 
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sree: WO, _2633/2633/100/19806, Ministry of Foreign Affaire, 


Bagdad, 18th November, 1940, 


The Ministry of Foreign Affaire present their 
compliments to His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, bagded, 
and, in continuation of the Ministry's note 

20 \\ ko } No. 2633/2633/100/15272 dated 19th August, 1940, 
have the honour to state that the appropriate Iraqi 
departments granted Alwan Farhan, an Iraqi officer, 
@ passport by which he left for Bahrain on 9th e 
September, 1940, on board S.S. Barbita, Ai\e 


The Ministry etc, 


SECRET 


Telegraphigy dress: AIR HEADQUARTERS, 5S 
Amonwanct, HaRAGd ASS > BRITISH FORCES IN ‘IRAQ, 
Agee * HABBANIYA, 
LY IRAQ. 
Reference No.:— S.12584/P,3. Date........ -2th November, 1940. 
Subject :— TRANSFER OF 'IRAQ LEVY PERSONNEL TO BAHREIN 


SPECIAL POLICE FORCE. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to previous correspondence 
regarding the transfer, after discharge, of Zabit ALWAN ibn 
FARHAN from the 'Iragq Levies to the Bahrein Special Police 
Force, and to inform you that the Political Resident, Persian 
Gulf, on behalf of the Bahrein Government,hagg asked for a 
further four Iraq Levy Arab N.C.Os for this Force. The 
following N.C.Os have volunteered for the appointment, and in 
view of the importance and urgency attached to this matter by 
the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, I am eager that the 
necessary passport and guarantee arrangements be completed as 
soon as possible,to facilitate their early transfer to Bahrein 


5870. L/Cpl. Hameed Moosa. 


5227. " Jabbar Zigar. 
5683. " Hassan Mukhtar. 
5523. " ##$ Nasir Faisil. 
Qe I would request, therefore, that you press the 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs for an early decision in the case, 
and arrange for the necessary passports and visas to be issued, 
and state the sum to be guaranteed by the Bahrein Government, 
in respect of each N.C.0O., which will be forfeited in the event 
of his non-return to 'Irag if called up for military service. 
The guarantee of £75, in respect of Zabit ALWAN ibn FARHAN, is 
held at this Headquarters, and can be handed to the Ministry of 
Defence or to such 'Iragi authority as wishes to hold it. 


I have the honour to be, 
We. sir, 


ne Your obedient Servant, 
K Cio 
[xi ; LI . 


Air ce Marshal, 
The British Embassy, Command@din British Forces in ‘Iraq. 
Ba ghdad e : 


Bahru i 
1 Jal Copy to AHQ comps 20/8/40 ref. 289/17/S@ a SB b 
os /viyr/yiry/3 3 
/ (4 ate 2 gs fut 
° Te eo. ? 
1A LAL gy KoA 
. janine ai es a 
EME reapers) Webi ene 
CS 
ila | Dedloe le Ulin HI eho te LO ljnes aye 
$a WSL, PUY BS LIS SHELL, slaw Y 
pty La SL eo Lal gl Leb Gis 196+ /A/A 
Syme ll Glas & Glple bala Ge rod J Ebel ilo VJ! 
SL ha FA le tye HIT HM Latny ayia) 550 
*Lelialy Lanai FUG s LAU Lol! oie ili Jl ae 
dps Legg! ULI Le 5, Lie 
ola 
Urgent. 
No. #33 /2633/100 15272. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 


Bagdad, 19th August, 1940. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their 
compliments to His Britannic Mjesty's Embassy, Bagdad, 
. and, with reference to the mnbassy's note No. 363 dated 
a 8th August, 1940, have the honour to state that the 


‘appropriate Iraqi authorities have instructed the Passport 
Office, Basra, to grant Officer Alwan bin Farhan the il 


_ Passport necessary for his journey. The Ministry will 


6 
weotion. 
“9 Ne lotr avail themselves etc pert gett 


es 


he esteemed Pmbassy of the action to follow in 
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Copy with comps to AHQ. 
wv " w w £ 


° . . "C.R. Grice, Esq. (My of Interior) Ff 


Rete Yarbaie- 

Bie Majesty's Exbasey presents ite com linents te 
the Ministry of Foreign Affaire and, with referense to their 
Hote Verbale No. 2633/2653/100/25790 of the 26%h zaly, hee 
the honour to state that accerding te further information 
Zedit Alwen ibn Firhen ie not required fur erdinary pelice 
Gaties in Behrein bat for the training of & new lecal militery 
ferce in pieket and patrol daty of a militery as distinet 
from @ police cheranter: his daties, in fect, woald be those 
fer thick,’ as_an Iraq Levy officer, he woald be specially qualified. 
2 § %& whew oF ‘the foregoing, the mbesay will de gratefai 
if the Ministry will we their gool efficees in moving 
the competent astheritics te resenside: their decision and 
pernit febit Alwen ibn Pirhen to proces’ to Bahynin by the 
next clew sail steener which leaves Seore on the 26th ins tent. 

Wie Majesty's Rubassy avails itecif of this 
epportmity te renew the expression of ite highest 
eons ideration. 


19th Jaly, 19h0. 
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From :—- 


To:— 


Date :— 


Ref :— 


Air Headquarters, . 
British Forces in 'Irage 


British Embassy, 
Baghdad, 


18th July, 1940, 


Levy Officer for Bahrein Police Force. 


Ls with reference to the Note from 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Baghdad, to British 
Embassy, Baghdad, No, 2633/2633 100/13750, dated 
16th July, 1940, and forwarded to this Headquarters 
under cover of your _289/14/40, dated 16th July, 1940. 


I enclose a copy of a Cypher Signal 
ra. 239 d/d 17/7) from P.A., Bahrein, If it can 
be arranged, it is requested that every effort be 
made to obtain sanction for this Arab Levy Officer 
to leave Basrah on ee July, 1940. 


oe 


Air Vice Marshal, 
Britis Force in ‘Ira 


Sux CRET baie 


oa ED 
w/? Ordinary, 


A He Qe Iraq. 
A.L.O. BAHREIN, 


Following from P.A. BAHRBIN . Begins . " 239 17/7 . 
Your a499 16/7 Pera 2. Neither Sheik B@HREIN nor I 
siquld be prepered to have an ‘IRAQ! Police Officer . Task 
for which ALWAN is required train entire new local irreguler 
military force in picket and patrol duty of military as 
OBER orice type, i.e. in exactly those duties in 
which Levies excel . Para 3. If ‘IRAQI Government 
refuses exit permit for ALWAN there is nothing more to be 
done, but perhaps Bubassy could point out pereliel of 
offering a veterinary to someone who wanted a doctor ." 


lS 


£00 0958 


he uals 289] 15/40. 
re 


CYPHER = SSCRET. Ae 4 AY 


Tor= Pohes Lr (R) MB 16.72.40, 
F, Station, BASRA, 
Fromi= AclieQe, "IRAQ w/t Ordinary. 


Reference A,1L.0'ss Ael7T Sth July . Unbassy 
state delay in sanction departure ALAN now 

due to Ministry of Interior who ere taking 

Line quote vhy should not an 'IRagt Police 
Officer be sent instead of Levy Officer unquote « 
signal your views giving details of proposed 
duties and stressing any which require special 
previous uilitary training for whigh Police 
Officer would not be euitable « ‘BASRA \ 
pass to Major HALL « \ 


, Batrur  _Offerals 239 /IK luo. | 


Sopy to Major Rose (AHQ) comps ref. 289/9/L0) zemtence | 
rye Mw apeqee seers i) Palsy | 
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Wo, 2633/2633/100/13750, Ministry of FYereign Affairs, 
‘Bagdad, 16th July, 1040, =. 


Rina 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their. 
compliments to His Britannic Majesty's ‘ 
Bagdad, and, with reference to the Embassy's note 
2894 |b. No. 276 dated 20th June, 1940, have the honour to 
; estate that Alwan ibn Farhan, the person nominated 
te undertake the service alluded to in the Embassy's 
note under reference, is not a member of the police 
force and has no experience in police work, 


Cypher = SECRET. 
To ’ P.Ae BAHREIN. 21.6.40. 


Fron AH. Qe» Iraq. w/t Important. 


Departure of Arab Levy Officer selected 

for duty with Special Police Force BAHREIN , 
delayed on account of Pass-port difficulties . 
Embassy hopes to arrange for him to leave 
BASRAH on 28 June eo 


Se —/5|- ny 


| | oe 
ial rf rvs Ma jor’ 6,8,0. 11, 


Copy to: ritish Emba r Routine Val. 


(Ref: A-H.Qe 5585 /59/sT a/a. 15.6.40.) 


CYPHER ShoTIO® 
AIR BEASSUAS Fs 


2,JUN 1940, 477} 
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From :— H.M.Consul, 


To :— H.M. Ambassador, 
Basra. 


Bagdad. 
P Va 
Despatched 21st June 1940 Received gist June 1940 
13.00 hrs. 19.00 hrs. 


No. 18 of 21st June 1940 


Following for Mr.Freese Pennefather 


Reference our telephone conversations 


Regret it has not proved possible to obtain 


passport for |Lew 


channels. 


Warrant Officer through local 


fein. bur ba ther ot -/9/- 
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Note Verbdale. 


His Majesty's Embassy presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign affaires and has the honour to request their 
kind assistance in the following matter, 

| 2. The Bahrain Government desire to recruit the services 

of a police officer to serve with the special iocal police 
force which is now being raised in Behrain. It hes deen 
suggested by the political Agent, Bahrain, and the Air Officer 
Commanding, British Porces in Traq, has agreed, that an Arab 
Levy Officer would be suitable for this purpose and, 

t4F \s L.0 | accordingly, Zabdit Alwan ibn Firhan, en Iraqi subject, born 
at Amara in 1909, who has served with the Ireq Levies for 
five years, has been provisionally selected. 
3. fhe Eubasay hae the honour to enquire whether the 
Ireqi Government would agree to hie proceeding to Behrain 
for thie purpose and authorise the Passport Officer at Basra 
to issue the necessary travel docusents to hie in order 
that he may leave Basre for Bahrain as early as possible. 

Bis Majesty's nabassy aveile itself of this 
opportunity to renew the expression of ite highest 
consideration. 


pi 


_ British gabessy, 
| Bagdad. 
20th June, 1940, 


i 


URGENT 
: 16 
AIR HEADQUARTERS, 
ae BRITISH FORCES IN ‘IRAQ, 
SsLierence; = 
5585/39/87. HABBANIYA, 15th, June, 1940. 


To:- 
The British Embassy, 
BAGHDAD. 


ZABIT, ALWAN IBN FIRHAN. 


Zabit ALWAN ibn FIRHAN of the Arab Company stationed 
at BASRAH, has been selected as the Arab Levy Officer to 
proceed to BAHREIN on discharge, for service with the BAHREIN 
Government, in connection with the Special Local Police Force 
now being raised there, 


Qe It was hoped to send this officer to BAHREIN by the 
Mail Boat which left BASRAH on 14th, June, 1940. It appears, 
however, that the local authorities will not grant him a 
passport, and it is requested that arrangements, for him to be 
allowed to leave the country, as a special case, may be made 
by you direct with the Iragi authorities concerned, 


Se If possible, Zabit ALWAN ibn FIRHAN should sail by 
the next Slow Mail due to leave BASRAH on the 2ist. June,i940. 


4. As Zabit ALWAN ibn FIRHAN is stationed at BASRAH, he 
should not be required to report to BAGHDAD, before departure. 
Would the Director of Passports, BAGHDAD, therefore, instruct 
the Iraqi Passport Officer, at BASRAH, to issue the necessary 
passport, or other document, which will enable the above named 
to proceed to BAHREIN. 


5. Particulars of this Levy Officer are as follows:- 
(i) =- Name:-. ALWAN. Born in 1909. 
(ii) - Pather's Name:—- FIRHAN. 
(411) - Place of birth:-—AMARA. 
(iv) = Nationality:- ‘IRAQI. 
(v) - Married or Single:- SINGLE, 
(vi) - Number of Years Service with the 
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(289/7/40) | 7 
SECRET AND URGENT 


With reference to their Secret Memorandum 
t$4 \% rf eedneeayas 0 of the 16th March, His Majesty's 
Embassy has to inform Air Headquarters that the Bahrain 
14 | ( JK Government have intimated their desire to recruit the 
services of Zabit Mehadi Sad and are prepared to pay 
travelling allowances for this officer . 
2. The Embassy will be grateful if Air Headquarters 
will now approach Zabit Mehadi Sad with a view to learning 
whether this officer is prepared to serve the Bahrain 
Government ami if they will them inform the Embassy as 
early as possible of the result of their enquiries, since 
the Politicel Agent has requested that the approximate 
date of Zabit Mehadi Sad's arrival may be communicated to 
him by telegraph. 
5. It is suggested that Air Headquarters should 
communicate direct with the Political Agent, Bahrain, 
regarding detaile of pey, rations, quarters, etc. 


4 / 
Hp 


British Bmbassy, 
Bagdad. 
23rd May, 1940. 


ASH/FP 
GG a 
RK y 


® SECRET 


Will you please refer to your secret letter No. 


289/4/40 dated the 27th March 1940 to the Bushire Residency 


and their letter No. 176-S dated the 18th April to you 
regarding the provision of an officer from the Iraq Levies 
othe Bahrain Special Police. 

2. The Bahrain Government have now informed me that they 
would like to have Zabit Mehadi Sad and that they would of 
course pay travelling allowance for him. Could Air Head- 
quarters be informed of this and asked now to approach the 
officer; and if he himself is prepared to come here could 
arrangements be made to send him as soon as possible and let 
me have a telegram informing me when he is likely to arrive. 

3. It would probably save time and trouble if Air Head- 
quarters would communicate with me direct regarding details 


of pay, rations, quarters, etc. 


he Yours ever, 


- ; day Agency. 
British Embassy, | | K(k 


_ 
Baghdad. | Vv 


INGEX 


vi 
i %39\5 | L9 


The Residency, IF 


Secret. 


Bushire, the 18th April, 1940. 
No.176-S. 


Dear Chancery, 


Many thanke for your letter No.289/4/40, 
dated the 27th March 1940, regarding the suggested 


provision of an officer from the Iraq Levies for the 
Bahrain Special Police. 
2e In order to avoid delay we are sending a copy 
of your letter and of its enclosure to the Political 
Agent, Bahrain, with a request that he will deal with 
the matter in direct correspondence with you. 

Yours ever, 


Residency. 


The Chancery, yl ° hh 
British Embassy, : is 


Bagdad. 


Doran duel $87. «| 1,0 


FO 


(289/4/480). 


SECRET. 27th March, 19460. 


Dear Kesideney, 

Your letter No. C/156 of the 24th 
February last regarding the suggested provision 
of an officer from the Iraq Levies for permanent \ 
auty in the special police force which is being | 
recruited for the purpose of protecting the oil 
field and refinery in Bahrain. 

2. We took this matter up with Air 
, Headquarters and in so dcing suggested that an \ 
Arab oificer would probably be better than an 


Assyrian for your purposes. We enclose a copy \ 


i ) of their letter recomiending an A. ab officer 
\ | | 
\ t84 3 L.0. named zabit Mehadi Sad, and would be grateful 


if you would let us know what reply you would wish 
us to return. 
Yours ever, 
CHANCERY. 


FP/VH/FP/RK 
RK 


Political Residency, 


« i 
4. } 
* 


BUSHIRE. 


INDEX 


87 (*321) Wt. re131—185 80,0c0 5/35 TS. 667 


To :— 


Date :— 


Ref. :— 


MEMORANDU 


Air Headquarters, 
British Forces in ‘Iraq. 


The British Embassy, BAGHDAD. 


kf March, 1940. 


$$10547/1/air 0. 


DEFENCE OF BAHREIN. 


With reference to your 28 40 dated 12th March, 
1940 on the subject of the provision of a Levy officer 
for permanent duty in the. Special Police Force which is 
now being recruited for the purpose of protecting the 
oil field and Refinery in BAHREIN against sabotase. 


Qe It is considered that a Levy officer would be 
most suitable for the appointment, and that an Arab 
Levy Officer should be selected rather than an 
Assyrian. 


3e The 0,C., ‘Iraq Levies recomnends an Arab Officer 
named ZABIT MEHADI SAD, who was enlisted in 1932 and 
promoted to Officer rank in 1938. His present age is 37 
and he is now employed as Machine Gun officer in his 
Company at BASRAE.. Besides being a good Machine Gun 
Instructor he is a good rifle shot and can read and 
write. He is due for re-engagement (1 year at a time) 
on 15th June, 1940, and in the ordinary course of 
events would be re-engaged on this date. He can, 
however, be released from service at any time before 
15tn June, 1940. 


4, . It is suggested that, subject to this officer's 
willingness. to accept the appointment, he should be sent 
to BANREIN in the first instance for a period of one 
month's probation so as to safeguard the interests of 
both the BAPREIN Government and the individual. During. 
this period of probation there is no objection to his 
being paid as a Levy officer, as he can be shown as being 
on "temporary instruction duty". Regarding the rates of 
pay, eta it is suggested that e British Levy Officer 

from the ‘Iraq Levies should go to BAHREIN during the 
early part of the probation period, where he can discuss 
details of pay, rations, married quarters, leave and bonus 


‘concessions on retirement. His present rate of pay is 


I.D.11.250 per mensem, plus rations and guarters. In 
addition he is entitled on retirement to a bonus of one. 
month's pay for every year's service. 


5. It is presumed that the BAHREIN Government would be 
willing to pay Travelling Allowances for the Arab Levy 
Officer during the probationary period if it is not found 
possible to send him by air.. 


UAET v: ; 
INQEX [5 eee 


/Continued,. 


Ge It is not intended to approach this Arab Levy 
Officer until your reply is received. 


AG Cua 


Air Vice Marshal, 


pe 


(289/2/40) 
SEORET. 


His Majesty's Bubasey transmits to Air 
Headquarters herewith a copy of a secret letter from 
the Office of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 
regarding the employment by the Bahrain Government of an 
Arabic-speaking officer to serve in the special police 
force which is now being recruited for the purpose of 
protecting the oil field and refinery in Bahrain against 
sabotage. 
2. The Embassy will be grateful for the observations 
of Air Headquarters on the proposal to recruit a Levy 
officer for this purpose and suggests that an Arab Levy 
officer might be more suitable than an Asayrian. The 
Office of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf may 
not be aware of the existence of Arab Levy Companies. 


British Bubassy, 


Bagdad. 


18th March, 1940. 
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Office of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, 


Camp, BAHRAIN. 
Dated the 24th February 1940. 
OS. Berearnr unl Wie J 

Se ACERT 


Dear Chancery, 
A special police force consisting of 50 Bahrainis 
is now being recruited for the purpose of protecting 
the Oil Field and Refinery in Bahrain against sabotage. 
These men will be permanently located in the Oil Field 
Area. Although this force will be under the general 
control of the Gulf Defence Officer (a British officer) 
he will not be able to devote all his time to the 
especial police. In these circumstances the Bahrain 
Government have decided to employ an Arabic speaking 
officer who can undertake, as a whole time duty, not 
only the training of this force, but also its entire 


“care and maintenance". 


2. It is believed that the Iraq Levies enjoy an 
excellent reputation and that it might be possible to 
obtain from them an Assyrian officer who has just 
retired or is approaching retirement age. The 

Bahrain Government would meet the pay and all travelling 


allowances of such an officer, but since we are not 


C \ aware of the rates of pay in the Iraq Levies we are 


unable to suggest a definite figure. It is realized, 
however, that it will probably be necessary to offer 
25% more than the rate of pay sanctioned for a mylazim 
thani or second lieutenant in the Levies. 


Chancery 
fos British B tish Eibassy, twee \ 
* 
Copy to t- Say é we a 
The Political Agent Na, 
gO dg : ore O- — b} 


2a 


3. We should be very grateful if you could ascertain 
whether such an officer is available and the terms 
of service which he would accept. He would be 
required to join as early as possible. Could you 
very kindly reply to the Bahrain Agency with a copy 
to us ? 

Yours ever, 


RESIDENCY. 


oy 


